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Statement on the Rise of Racism, Discrimination and Violence in Edmonton 
 
In light of recent events, the City of Edmonton Youth Council releases the following statement:  
 
The Youth Council vehemently denounces all demonstrations of bigotry and hatred that cause harm to 
members of Edmonton communities. Recent events demonstrate a pattern of larger issues rooted in 
intolerance, bigotry and hate. The upwards trends in white supremacy and hate-motivated violence 
highlight the urgent need for widespread social change and ongoing education.  
 
We are outraged about the drastic increase of threats and attacks towards Muslim women. In addition to 
ending Islamaphobia, the vandalization of Highlands-Norwood MLA Janis Irwin’s constituency office 
reaffirms the need to combat gender discrimination and homophobia. Misinformation and ignorance during 
the COVID-19 pandemic has also resulted in unjustifiable attacks against members of the Asian 
community, endangering our collective safety. Exactly one month ago, white student alliances emerged in 
local high schools. The intolerable purpose of these groups was to spread hateful rhetoric in spaces of 
learning.  
 
Every individual, irrespective of race, religion, sexual orientation, gender expression, or political affiliation 
deserves the right to respect and protection from harassment. Polarization and divisive rhetoric are 
detrimental to the unity of Edmontonians. Following its mandate, the Youth Council champions 
open-mindedness and inclusion both in politics and the community.  
 
For Media Inquiries: 
City of Edmonton Youth Council 
youthcouncil@edmonton.ca 
 
What is the City of Edmonton Youth Council? 
The City of Edmonton Youth Council aims to further the municipal mandate of building a Community of Communities 
that is inclusive to all individuals, irrespective of identity. In line with this goal, the Youth Council strives towards 
creating a city where all individuals are respected, included, and considered equal. The Youth Council recognizes that 
diversity increases the social capital of Edmonton as a valuable place to live, learn and work. 

 
The City of Edmonton Youth Council 
Twitter: @EdmYouthCouncil Instagram: www.instagram.com/edmyouthcouncil/  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/edmyouthcouncil/ Web: www.ceyc.ca  

 
We wish to acknowledge that the land on which we gather is Treaty 6 territory and a traditional meeting ground for many Indigenous peoples. The territory on which we 

are meeting today is located along a traveling route and home to the Cree, Saulteaux, Metis, Blackfoot, and Nakota Sioux territory; specifically the ancestral space of the 
Papaschase Cree. It is also the homeland of Metis Nations, and a large gathering place for Inuit Canadians and settlers. These nations are our family, friends, and 
peers. Their spiritual and practical relationships to the land create a rich heritage for our learning and our life as a community. As members of the City of Edmonton 

Youth Council, we honour the nation-to-nation treaty relationship and are committed to continuing our reconciliation. 
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